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"The Mystery Deepens . -

The story of last April's Cuban in-
vasion fiasco seems to have become cven
more obfuscdfed by former President”
Eisenhower's denial that his administra=
tion drew up plans for the abortive anti-
Castro movement. Until now; it had beenti .

* generally assumed that the Eisenhower

administration had  helped the Cubad

patriots prepare for the invasion in this " .

country last year, and that the new Ken-
nedy administration simply gave the %ig-
nal for its launching. .

As a matter of fact, first reports of .
the United States’ role in the episode
made it appear that the Eisenhower ad-
ministration was primarily responsible
for the entire affair. It is to President
Kennedy’s credit that he assumed full
responsibility for the invasion effort af-
ter these reports were published, saying
only that the Cubans were trained and
equipped for the attempt during Mr.
Eisenhower’s tenurce in office.

At that time, no one connecled with
tho Eisenhower administration denied-
Mr. Kennedy's. statements. Allen W,
Dulles, the Eisenhower-appointed idirecs’
tor of the Central Intelligence Agency, .
made it appear that the CIA knew all
about the plan and took an active part
in the movement. Mr. Dulles and Mr.
Kennedy differed only on the matter of .
how well informed the CIA was abqut
Fidel Castro’s military strength, with Mr.
Dulles claiming that his agency knew
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_a"g)lan." It cannot be.deriled:that if the 1y
.or, perhaps, it would be'better to say,

tinct possibility that there never was 8 |
detailed plan, as such, for, the inv

. invaders—a further indicatign that.ths
“movement really was mt,pm 00

4i8n and contradiction -long r
There is nothing to be gained or lost by:
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tecognize that these Cubait igly
a great desire to go back 1o Cubs, 80 we.-
began organizing them’ “.“,i,'ﬂm ‘ﬂ:e!l'l*r j
weapons and tralfiing them! But beyond *
that we could not go, because at that :
fime there was no recognized” leader
among the (refugee) Cubans” - . ..
~ This statement does not disagree
basically with that made by he Kenned
administration. The varlance seems 10 5
glem from interpretation of the ‘word,
ubans were frained and equipped, fo
attack Castro, an invision Was planned

contemplated. Actually, there'is a dis-

Asﬁﬁq ? !
attempt. From the poorly organized land- .
ings on the Cuban beaches and the-rapid { 5.-t"+ .
deierioration of resistance to' Castro's g, L
forces, it would appear that the entire.&
{nvasion attémpt was a'6spunof-theamo-.§
ment campaign. Last spring, a high 5
Washington official implied that there
was no liaison with the Cuban'rebslsdn 2. -
the hills to insure reinforcements-fox the g

well. I

The Cuban §tory ha¥, it #ems, ‘Win-.
dered aldng the path of ¥iitor, ¥pectla:’
enough.

the score. ~withholding the facts gnly fiirfher. To sct’, ‘,
Mr. Eisenhower's comments probably :the record straight, Mr. s y shoujd :
will stir up much fresh discussion’ and - if he really knows {t—publish the en- .,J

argument over the affair, but when his
remarks are scrutinized closely, there
wmay not be as much room for conflict as
appears on the sur{ace. The former
President put it this way:

“Wa hau done nothing. except to

Jire history ofthe pattloty'futile cam-'

“tinues to: come out in bits and pleces, ¥

aign, letting the chips of résponiibility
ali where thiey may. As long as it con-

there will ost assuredly,bo.gonfusion £ ' |

and doubt. T
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